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Perhaps no topic appears as potentially threatening to evangelicals as evolution. The very idea

seems to exclude God from the creation the book of Genesis celebrates.Yet many evangelicals

have come to accept the conclusions of science while still holding to a vigorous belief in God

and the Bible. How did they make this journey? How did they come to embrace both evolution

and faith?Here are stories from a community of people who love Jesus and honor the authority

of the Bible, but who also agree with what science says about the cosmos, our planet and the

life that so abundantly fills it.Among the contributors areScientists such asFrancis

CollinsDeborah HaarsmaDenis LamoureuxPastors such asJohn OrtbergKen FongLaura

TruaxBiblical scholars such asN. T. WrightScot McKnightTremper Longman IIITheologians and

philosophers such asJames K. A. SmithAmos YongOliver Crisp
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InterVarsity PressForewordDeborah HaarsmaPresident, BioLogosIf you picked up this book,

you are probably curious about how science fits with Christianity. Maybe you wonder how an

evangelical Christian could possibly consider an “atheistic” idea like evolution. Or maybe you

are skeptical that a successful scientist could accept the “superstitious” ideas of Christianity.At

BioLogos, we hear these questions every day. On one level, these questions are intellectual—

answers can be found by digging into the scientific evidence, the theological arguments and

the Bible itself. At we provide plenty of resources to help you do just that.But on another level,

these questions are personal. They engage the heart and soul as well as the mind, going

beyond ideas to impact relationships within families and communities. Answers won’t be found

solely in intellectual arguments, and sometimes piling on more evidence doesn’t help. In this

volume we invite you to explore these questions by hearing the personal stories of twenty-five

people who have walked this road before.In these pages, you’ll read about the real-life

experiences of scientists, theologians and others as they encounter evolution and Christian

faith. Their stories tell of confusion and conflict, including some sharp critiques of anti-

evolutionary views from those who were casualties of such conflicts. But these pages also tell

of repentance and renewal, as people discover Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and as

Lord of all creation. These stories tell of hope and celebration, praising God for the wonders of

his creation and learning how to be the body of Christ together despite our differences.Jesus

said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all

your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). In these

stories, we see how the contributors have come to love God with their minds—including all the

evidence of modern science—as well as their hearts and their souls. As we seek to engage



these questions together, with humility and with confidence in the Spirit’s leading, new ways of

understanding will emerge that are faithful to God’s Word and consistent with his works as

revealed in creation.Whatever your views on evolution and Christianity, I hope these stories will

help you step into the lives of others, to better understand their struggles, their motivations and

their faith. By hearing each other’s stories, we will understand better how we can love our

neighbors as ourselves, as Jesus commanded. The church doesn’t need to be unified in its

view of creation, but it must be unified in Christ. For “by this everyone will know that you are my

disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).AcknowledgmentsThe concept for this book

originated in 2011, when philosopher and theologian Thomas J. Oord proposed it to the

leaders of BioLogos and a publisher, Mark Russell. The original plan was to collect between

fifty and sixty short essays by evangelicals who accept evolution, something Tom later

accomplished (entirely within his own denomination!) in his book with Sherri B. Walker,

Nazarenes Exploring Evolution (SacraSage Press, 2013). Later, and in consultation with

InterVarsity Press (IVP), we decided to feature half the number of essays but allow the authors

more space to share their often-complex journeys toward reconciliation between the Bible and

evolutionary science. We are indebted to Tom and Mark, as well as to then-president of

BioLogos, Darrel R. Falk, for their early work and ongoing support of the project.Almost all of

the chapters are brand-new essays written specifically for this book. A few of them have

previously appeared on the BioLogos blog. The selections by Francis Collins and N. T. Wright

are used with permission from their books, and the essay by John Ortberg is adapted with

permission from one of his sermons. All of the contributors have been a pleasure to work with.

Reading and rereading their stories has enriched our own. We pray the courage they’ve shown

in sharing their stories will embolden others to do the same.We’re grateful to IVP and

particularly to Andy Le Peau for shepherding this project through to completion. We’re pleased

to present this book as the first in a new series at IVP called BioLogos Books on Science and

Christianity (see the description in the back of this book for more information). Partnering with

a premier Christian publisher like IVP is a great privilege for BioLogos, and we look forward to

the appearance of many new and stimulating titles in the future.BioLogos is a tremendously

rewarding place to work. President Deborah Haarsma fosters an environment in which we have

important projects to work on and the resources to get them done. The rest of the staff

consistently contribute in ways that enhance our work and make the office an enjoyable place

to be.BioLogos would not exist if not for the vision of Francis Collins and others. This book is

evidence that the work Francis began when he founded BioLogos in 2007 is still going strong.

That work has helped open lines of dialogue about science within American evangelicalism,

without which stories like these could not be told.Finally, we are grateful for the support and

patience of our families as we labored over this book. Indeed, it is only because they have

been so supportive that we were able to meet our deadlines and keep the home fires burning

at the same time. In a very real sense Kathryn’s husband, Brent, and Jim’s wife, Chris, should

share the recognition for this project.IntroductionKathryn Applegate and J. B. (Jim)

StumpEverybody loves a story. The genre of memoir has become increasingly popular among

the reading public. Sometimes these stories are interesting because they are so different from

our own. Maybe we read about someone’s experience of growing up in the circus, traveling to

Nepal or living for a year without the Internet. Compelling stories capture our attention and give

us a glimpse of what it’s like to see the world through another’s eyes. Other stories interest us

because they mirror some part of our own experience. They show us that we are not alone,

and the best of these stories help us navigate and interpret what we have seen and felt in ways

that enrich our lives.We hope this book can serve both of these purposes. Undoubtedly, some



people reading these pages are deeply suspicious of evolution. Perhaps they’ve seen Richard

Dawkins, that ardent defender of evolution, sneer at religion and call it a “virus of the mind.” Or

maybe they’ve heard Ken Ham, a young-earth creationist with an audience of millions, warn

that “evolution and millions of years”—what he summarily dismisses as “man’s word”—are

baseless ideas that contradict the clear message of Genesis and inevitably lead down the

slippery slope to atheism, or worse, liberal Christianity. More nuanced views are often drowned

out by the polarizing rhetoric at either extreme.BioLogos represents another choice. Our

mission is to invite the church and the world to see the harmony between science and biblical

faith as we present an evolutionary understanding of God’s creation. Some of us are believing

scientists who find the weight of evidence for evolution so strong we would do injustice to God’s

message in creation if we didn’t speak out. Others are biblical scholars and theologians—

including some who argue passionately for the historicity of Adam and Eve—who see no

scriptural warrant for rejecting biological evolution, even of humans. They are grieved by the

way Scripture is often forced to answer twenty-first century questions that it was never intended

to address. Pastors and educators in our community see firsthand the devastating impact of

the false creation-or-evolution dichotomy our Christian subculture has embraced so thoroughly.

They see young people encountering compelling evidence for evolution and feeling forced to

choose between science and faith.According to a recent Gallup poll, 69% of Americans who

attend church weekly believe that God created humans in their present form less than ten

thousand years ago. In fact, the majority of committed Christians are unaware that it’s possible

to accept the overwhelming scientific evidence for evolution while maintaining a vibrant faith in

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. More than half a million people visited the BioLogos website

in the last year, and we regularly hear from new readers who until recently had never met a

Christian who accepts evolution. If that describes you, allow us to introduce you to some!

These twenty-five first-person narratives—minimemoirs, if you will—may offer you a glimpse of

how the world of science and faith looks through the eyes of devout Christians who accept the

science of evolution. They come from a wide variety of backgrounds and have taken different

paths to accepting evolution. The stories don’t present much of the technical evidence for the

truth of evolution—which can be found in many other places (for instance, at )—but the stories

collected here give overwhelming evidence for the fact that serious Christians, who love Jesus

and are committed to the authority of the Bible, can also accept evolution.For those who

already identify with the evolutionary creation position represented here, we hope you will find

elements of these stories that resonate with your own. We all need exemplars—people with

whom we can identify who have gone before us. Several of the contributions in this book note

the importance of mentors or a supportive Christian community within which ideas could be

freely explored. BioLogos has become that kind of community for many people. We invite you

to join the dialogue on our website, or send us your own story (stories@biologos.org).Part of

what makes for a good story is the development of the main character. Despite the intimations

of the title, not everyone here describes a profound conversion from young-earth creationism

or another anti-evolutionary viewpoint. (N. T. Wright, the celebrated British New Testament

scholar, describes the anti-evolution sentiment in America as an exotic oddity.) However, the

majority of the authors describe a kind of cognitive dissonance they experienced while working

to piece together a coherent view of the world which takes account of both Christian faith and

evolutionary science. This dissonance results from the pervasive cultural message that science

and Christianity are at war: that they offer competing answers to the same question and that

we must choose which one to trust. When we assume that either science trumps religion or

religion trumps science, we’re caught in a dilemma.It doesn’t take long for the reflective



Christian to realize that neither science nor Christianity has all the answers. Science can’t tell

us much about Jesus Christ or the way to have a relationship with God; and you can search

the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and you won’t find any descriptions of DNA or quantum

mechanics! Some questions are obviously scientific and some are obviously religious. The

difficulty comes when both seem relevant, as in the question of humanity’s origin. For cases

like this, the way forward is to allow science and faith to dialogue with each other. Learn the

best science. Talk to religious thinkers you trust. Give grace to everyone, remembering that our

human attempts at knowing are finite and provisional.A related theme you’ll see surfacing

again and again throughout these stories is the commitment that all truth is God’s truth.

Whether truth is found in Scripture or through careful study of the natural world (even when

that study is undertaken by unbelieving scientists!), our contributors see God as the ultimate

source of all truth. This gives us unshakable confidence that there will ultimately be no

contradiction between science and theology. God is the author of both. Sometimes this is

referred to as the “Two Books” model of revelation. Psalm 19 captures both of these: “The

heavens declare the glory of God” (v. 1) and “The law of the Lord is perfect” (v. 7). They are

complementary.Finally, both sources—God’s Word and his world—drive our contributors to

wonder and worship. We believe that God has given us minds and curiosity. Applying these

through scientific endeavors can be an expression of love for God. Far from eliminating any

sense of awe at creation, a scientific understanding of how the natural world works brings an

even greater appreciation for its Creator. It is not uncommon at all for the believing scientist to

report being drawn closer to God while working in the field or laboratory. Humility, wonder and

worship are common themes throughout this book.We hope that as you read these stories, you

too will be drawn closer to God. We hope you’ll better understand his love and provision for you

and for his world, and see how he has been at work in the lives of the men and women who

have so graciously shared their stories in this book.- 1 -From Culture Wars to Common

WitnessA Pilgrimage on Faith and ScienceJames K. A. SmithJames K. A. Smith is professor of

philosophy at Calvin College and a senior fellow of The Colossian Forum. His most recent book

is Who’s Afraid of Relativism? (Baker Academic, 2014). He and his wife, Deanna, have four

children and are committed urban gardeners.Strangely (and sadly) enough, it was Christians

who taught me how to fight. Since I was not raised in a Christian home, I didn’t receive the

standard evangelical formation in the faith (Christian schooling, youth group, summer camps

concluding with heartfelt renditions of Michael W. Smith songs). So I also didn’t absorb the

common evangelical sense of the “fault lines” that defined our culture.However, when I became

a Christian at the age of eighteen, I quickly made up for this. I drank up the Bible and

consumed whatever mode of Bible teaching I could find (I’m old enough, I confess, that most of

this was from huge catalogues of cassette tapes by noted Bible teachers). I abandoned my

plans to become an architect, immediately sensed a call to ministry, and enrolled in Bible

college. My first year at Bible college was a veritable boot camp in what I would only later learn

to describe as “the culture wars.”Perhaps surprisingly, it was at Bible college that I was first

taught to care about science. That might strike some as odd, since we often perceive Bible

colleges as anti-intellectual zones of hostility to science. But that picture needs to be corrected

a bit. In my Bible college experience, I was energized by a new interest in science bequeathed

to me by the energy and passion of my apologetics teacher. A former naval engineer with a

PhD in chemical engineering, “Dr. Dave” had experienced a radical conversion and also

sensed a call to ministry. After spending time at seminary, he devoted himself to a teaching

ministry that eventually landed him at the Bible college where his responsibilities were

apologetics and “Christian evidences.”His passion and knowledge were infectious. I soaked up



his fascination with archaeology (a historical science). I was awed by his presentation of

geological evidences of the flood and cosmological evidence for creation. Here I was at Bible

college, being invited to think about carbon dating and the Doppler effect and the geological

science of sedimentation (the volcanic impact of Mount St. Helens was always a favorite case

study). As someone who had skated through high school with little to no interest in science, I

would never have imagined that going to Bible college would pique my interest in everything

from molecules to galaxies.Dr. Dave noted my curiosity and began to express personal

interest, taking me under his wing as a kind of apprentice. Indeed, while the intellectual

component fostered my curiosity about “creation science,” I think it’s crucial not to

underestimate the personal and pastoral factors at work here as well. In significant ways, I

cared about creation science because Dr. Dave had clearly demonstrated that he cared for me.

I was open to being intellectually convinced precisely because I had already sensed that I was

being pastorally cared for. My mind was open to creation science because Dr. Dave had

expressed love and concern for my soul. I sensed a symbolic culmination of all of this when he

gave me a personal copy of Ian Taylor’s (rather infamous) book, In the Minds of Men: Darwin

and the New World Order. It still sits on my shelf, no longer because I value the arguments it

contains, but because I’m grateful for the love with which it was given.Not until later did I realize

that, in my Bible college education, science was primarily of interest as ammunition in a culture

war. I don’t mean to suggest there wasn’t genuine interest or curiosity in features of God’s

creation and the intricacies of the physical world. I only mean that this curiosity was

circumscribed and selective and instrumentalized. Science was of interest insofar as it

contributed “evidences” that would help win an argument, defeat an opponent and shore up a

“position” in the culture war. Science was not entertained as a vocation or calling for Christians.

Instead, science was something we could use—and use as a weapon.In addition, it gradually

became clear to me that the “science” I was being offered was a very selective sampling of

data and evidences that exhibited a kind of confirmation bias: unlike the sort of open curiosity—

and openness to being wrong—that characterizes genuine scientific exploration of the physical

world, my teachers were primarily interested in science that confirmed a certain reading of the

Bible (specifically, a young-earth creationist reading of Genesis). I started to get an inkling that

maybe I hadn’t gotten the whole story—that maybe there was a lot more to science than flood

geology and critical questions about carbon dating.Interestingly enough, the seeds of my

critical distance from this sort of “science” were also sown at the same Bible college—through

an encounter with Christian theologians associated with “Old Princeton.” (In Book VIII of

Augustine’s spiritual autobiography, The Confessions, he recounts his conversion through his

encounter with several important books. My “conversion” with respect to faith and science is

also a history of encounter with important books. Who knew libraries could be evangelists?) In

some of my courses in systematic theology, my professors regularly referred to the rich

heritage of Reformed thinkers that included B. B. Warfield, Charles Hodge, A. A. Hodge and

others. Being a Bible and theology geek, I scoured the college library for anything and

everything by these august scholars and Bible commentators. I camped out in the basement

library for hours on end surrounded by their works. Whenever I could scrabble together a few

dollars, I added another Warfield or Hodge to my growing personal library. My “upstairs”

education in the classrooms of the Bible college were supplemented by a “downstairs,” parallel

education in “Old Princeton” Reformed theology. And in their work—already in the 1800s—I

found quite a different posture toward science.This all crystallized when I hit upon Mark Noll’s

excellent anthology, The Princeton Theology 1812–1921: Scripture, Science, and Theological

Method from Archibald Alexander to Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield. Here I first encountered



the writings of orthodox, conservative, Reformed evangelicals who were open to—and

affirmative of—developments in evolutionary science. Indeed, Warfield had been cited by my

professors as one of the great defenders of biblical inerrancy; but they hadn’t told me about his

very favorable stance towards evolution. And so some of my former sureties began to crumble.

I began to sense that science was bigger than what I had been taught, and that evangelical

Christians need not be characterized by fear or a posture of defense, but could be open and

curious about new developments. Most importantly, I began to realize that science need not

just be an apologetic weapon. Scientific exploration could be a good in and of itself, even if that

exploration might take us into places that could be unsettling.This season in my life was a

turning point in many ways. In particular, it was at this juncture that my pilgrimage in faith took

me toward the Reformed tradition. (I discuss this in more detail in my little book Letters to a

Young Calvinist: An Invitation to the Reformed Tradition.1) This had repercussions for every

sector of my thinking, including how I thought about science. But what I absorbed from the

Reformed tradition was also a stance toward history and the historical riches of the Christian

tradition. The Reformation was a renewal movement in the church catholic that was birthed by

the Reformers’ recovery of ancient Christian sources, mining the wisdom of church fathers like

Augustine and Chrysostom. That means the Reformed tradition is characterized by a sense of

chronological deference, in a way—a sense that we have much to learn from what has gone

before, even a certain healthy skepticism about theological novelty.This sensibility dovetailed

with my encounter with another important book in my pilgrimage: Ronald Numbers’s The

Creationists: The Evolution of Scientific Creationism. In this meticulous history, Numbers

demonstrates the utter novelty of young-earth creationism as a biblical hermeneutic (a direct

parallel to the utter novelty of dispensationalism as a way of understanding the eschatology of

Scripture). Because my pilgrimage in the Reformed tradition had instilled in me a sense of

indebtedness to the riches and legacy of the historic Christian faith, the newness and novelty

of “scientific creationism” gave me serious pause. And I began to realize that the way I had

been taught to read the Bible alongside selective presentation of scientific data was, in fact,

quite aberrant in the history of Christianity—a modern hermeneutical invention that was

strikingly different from the way the Bible had been read from Augustine to John Calvin. So in a

way, it was discovering the orthodox voices of Augustine and Calvin and Warfield that made

me suspicious of the notion that I needed to be a young-earth creationist in order to be

orthodox.In my pilgrimage, the riches of the Reformed tradition and heritage have encouraged

an expansive, positive affirmation of science. This is forcefully articulated in Abraham Kuyper’s

1898 Stone Lectures (delivered at Princeton Seminary), particularly his fourth lecture,

“Calvinism and Science.” There Kuyper showed how the Reformation gave rise to scientific

exploration. This was rooted, he said, in the Reformed affirmation that “every square inch” of

creation belongs to God, which means that our cultural labor—whether as farmers or

pharmacists, entrepreneurs or entomologists—can be legitimate expressions of Christian

vocation, a way to serve the Lord of creation. Because the Reformed tradition encouraged

scientific exploration, and because giants of the Reformed faith like Hodge and Warfield didn’t

seem to balk at affirming evolutionary science, I could say that my pilgrimage to the Reformed

tradition instilled in me an openness to evolution I couldn’t have imagined before. I reached a

place where forbears in the faith led me to see that orthodox Christian confession did not

require a narrow biblical hermeneutic on such matters. Or perhaps I could say that my

pilgrimage to the Reformed tradition actually helped me distinguish matters of historic,

essential orthodoxy from secondary matters on which Christians might disagree. The anchor

and guide of the historic Christian faith prevented me from inflating a theological innovation like



young-earth creationism to the status of orthodox litmus test.However, there remained one

more important phase of my own “evolution”—my own (ongoing) pilgrimage on the intersecting

path of faith and science. The examples of historic figures like Augustine and Calvin and

Warfield had helped me see that orthodox Christians could hold a range of positions on

creation, evolution and human origins. And so the tent of the faithful was enlarged beyond the

small circle of young-earth creationists. It was less a matter of having changed my position and

more a matter of recognizing that a range of positions could be consistent with orthodox

Christian confession.However, I noticed that not all of my colleagues shared this “big tent”

sensibility. Instead of being characterized by openness to a range of positions, some convinced

proponents of evolutionary creation looked rather familiar to me. Indeed, I began to realize that

while some of my friends and colleagues who were evolutionary creationists affirmed a very

different sort of science from what I’d been taught at Bible college, they actually mirrored my

Bible college professors insofar as they were using science in a similar way. While they had

swapped positions (and many of them had been former young-earth creationists), they hadn’t

given up the culture wars stance that comes with such positions. Science was still a weapon

used in a war. The point was winning, not witness.And it seemed to me that this stance was

fostered by fear. If young-earth creationists feared the erosion of biblical faith and a

compromise of the gospel—a fear that drove their “culture war” stance—then some of my

evolutionary creationist colleagues seemed to fear being perceived as hicks and

fundamentalists, losing the respect of their colleagues in the academy or opinion-shapers in

culture. In each case, it seemed that these very different fears nonetheless occasioned similar

responses: brandishing “science” as a weapon in order to win.While it might have been (some)

Christians who taught me to fight, the Spirit of Christ has taught me to “be not afraid.” This

means I don’t need to fall into fight-or-flight mode, driven by fear to either crush all threats or

hide from difficult questions. It also means that I don’t need to confuse a particular position with

the only way to follow Jesus. While Christians need to wrestle with and work through difficult

questions at the intersection of faith and science, that intellectual labor needs to be rooted in

the core conviction that all things hold together in Christ (Colossians 1:17).
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JEM, “Deserves wide circulation. The contributors to this book do the Christian church a great

service by revealing their struggles with an issue that has created unnecessary division within

the church. The essays are not designed to convince the reader by using logic and

arguments. Rather, they reveal the impact of lack of humility in the interpretation of scripture
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and fear of science. As a Christian physician, I was extremely impressed with the quality of the

authors and their willingness to share their journeys. I have had similar concerns with the

impact that young earth dogma can have on our youth and scientifically literate seekers who

may be turned off to a belief system that requires them to reject some basic tenets of science.

Give a copy to pastors, youth leaders, and anyone who struggles with the "faith vs science"

false conflict.”

Konnor Kirkwood, “Humility yields Understanding and Empathy. Testimony after testimony of

brothers and sisters in the faith who needlessly suffered a crisis of faith. No matter your view

on origins, this is an important call to end the war between science and faith that produces

strife among the brethren, obstacles before the skeptics, and a giddy satisfaction for

Screwtape.”

paradoxical, “Personal journies to accepting the best science today on evolution. Many readers

will have similiar experiences and questions along their own journeys as did this

contributingwriters. The value of these is to help readers think of all the relevant questions to

ask and to know theyare not alone.”

Dave, “Not Alone. Growing up in an evangelical home, I imbibed early on young earth

creationism. After I moved to the UK, I began to grasp that this was principally an American

phenomenon, rooted in the unique religious history of the United States. However, upon

returning to the States, I despaired until I began to discovered the significant body of

evangelical literature that has embraced both sound theological and scientific scholarship.This

book captures the stories of twenty-five of these theologians and scientists. This is an

important book to pass along to those who think conservative theology or a high view of

scripture requires an acceptance of young earth creationism, whether because they are

struggling with the overwhelming evidence to the contrary, or, happy in their assumptions and

hermeneutics, disprove of those who see no contradiction between vibrant, living faith in Jesus

and a creation that took place gradually over billions of years. Testimonies like these are

particularly important in an era where the Church has lost most of those aged 18-30 -

especially those with a modicum of post-secondary education.”

Paul R. Bruggink, “Starts slow but gets better toward the end. In this collection of personal

stories of Christians who have come to accept biological evolution, I thought that it was rather

odd that the very first essay was by James K. A. Smith, professor of philosophy at Calvin

College, who is such a lukewarm supporter of evolutionary creation: “Indeed, I began to

realize that while some of my friends and colleagues who were evolutionary creationists

affirmed a very different sort of science from what I’d been taught at Bible college, they actually

mirrored my Bible college professors in so far as they were using science in a similar way.

While they had swapped positions (and many of them had been former young-earth

creationists), they hadn’t given up the culture war stance that comes with such positions.

Science was still a weapon used in a war. The point was winning, not witness. And it seemed

to me that this stance was fostered by fear. If young-earth creationists feared the erosion of

biblical faith and a compromise of the gospel—a fear that drove their “culture war” stance—

then some of my evolutionary creationist colleagues seemed to fear being perceived as hicks

and fundamentalists, losing the respect of their colleagues in the academy or opinion-shapers

in culture” (p. 27)Several other essays would have been better choices for Chapter 1, such as

the essays by Deborah Haarsma, Jeff Hardin, Francis Collins, Justin Barrett, Denis



Lamoureux, or Kathryn Applegate.Additionally, the essays by Amos Yong and Richard

Dahlstrom were particularly good.Prof. Amos Yong summarizes his current Pentecostal

Christian position very nicely: “But as a Christian who is committed to a high view of Scripture,

I still have to understand how the Bible is compatible with, if not complementary to, what

science tells us. In particular, I urge that we rely on the work of biblical scholars to help us

understand that the ancient narrative of Genesis ought to be read in its historical and cultural

context rather than as a (modern) scientific account. I am now convinced that the Scriptures

affirm only that God created the world, while science fills in the details of how that happened.

Surely, again, this does not mean that no difficult questions remain. For instance, how should

we think about Adam and Eve in relation to evolutionary theory? I look forward to

developments in the field of biblical scholarship that will increase our understanding.” (p.

171)Richard Dahlstrom states: “It’s as if the church has created a Y in the road: intellectual

integrity one way, faith the other. Thousands stand at this crossroads that the church has

unwittingly created and walk away from their faith. The greatest tragedy of this departure is that

the Y in the road is a fabrication of religionists, not a construct of either God or the Bible.” (p.

174)Unfortunately, this collection of interesting personal stories does not go very far into how

evolution and Christian theology are compatible. For that, I would recommend Denis

Lamoureux’s book “I Love Jesus & I Accept Evolution” and/or Peter Enns’s book “The Evolution

of Adam: What the Bible Does and Doesn’t Say About Human Origins.” For additional personal

stories, I recommend “Christians and Evolution: Christian Scholars Change Their Mind”, edited

by R. J. Berry and/or "Nazarenes Exploring Evolution," edited by Sherri B. Walker & Thomas

Jay Oord.”

Peter Neumann, “Personal spiritual journies with science and faith. Good, brief bios of

theologians, scientists, and ministers on how they reconcile evolution with Christian faith. Not

all were as engaging or profound as others. But especially notable were the chapters from

James K. A. Smith, Amos Yong, Dennis Lamoureux, Kathryn Applegate, and Richard Mouw.

The book is helpful not so much by way of providing evidence for belief in evolution, but in

exploring the spiritual, psychological, and even emotional journies involved in coming to

decisions involving science and faith. Those wrestling with such matters will be encouraged to

know they are not alone.”

Kyle A, “Great book. Great book”

The book by J. B. Stump has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 47 people have provided feedback.
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